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Johnson, Home 
Split on Issue 
As Talks End 

By Lewis Gulick 

Associated Press 

President Johnson and 
British Prime Minister 
Douglas-Home announced 
agreement yesterday on 
Southeast Asia policy. Their 
windup communique by- 
passed U.S.-British differ- 
ences over trading with the 
Reds but the British leader 
made plain to newsmen 
that British trade will con- j 
tinue. 

At a news conference cli- 
maxing his two - day visit, 
Britain will send no arms, aid 
or general-purpose loans to 
Cuba or strategic goods to 
Reds anywhere. But he said 


Text of communique on 
Johnson-Home talks . 

Page AS. 
British Prime Minister 
shows competence and pre- 
cision at press conference . 
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Britain opposes boycotting 
any business deals because of 
a country’s political creed. 

In his meeting with report- 
ers, Douglas-Home said Jbis. ...... 

two days of White House ses- 
sions dealing with issues 
around the world were har- 
monious except for the failure 
to agree on Cuban trade and 
the extending of long-term 


credit to the Soviet bloc. 

The United States opposes 
this as a form of aid but Lon- 
don disagrees and Douglas- 
Home outlined his views to 
newsmen this way: 

Britain is a crowded island 
which must trade to live. '‘We 
don’t believe in boycotts and 
therefore do not discriminate 
between one country and an- 
other according to its politi- 
cal creed . . . 

“We have always felt the 
more comfortable one (a Com- 
munist) is the less likely he 
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is tb be a fanatical Commu- 
nist.”, 

Currently the target of U.S. 
criticism are Britain’s sales of 
hundreds of buses to Havana 
in face of the U.S. embargo 
policy and British talks with 
the Soviets on selling chemical 
plants under credits of 10-15 
years. 

On Cuba, Douglas-Home 
moted that British exports had 
idwindled from $42 million in 
£1959, i the year Fidel Castro 
[took over, to $5.3 million in 
$1963. And he said Britain fully 
understands U.S. concern over 
Castro’s Communist subver- 
sion in the Americas. 

Common Interests 

As for the broad effort to 
ease cold-war disputes, the 
British chief listed possible 
disarmament agreements on 
exchanging observers against 
surprise attack and Mr. John- 
son’s proposal for a nuclear 
weapons freeze as offering the 
most promising prospects. 

Informants on both sides, 
rated as well worth while this | 
first get-together by the two, 
since becoming heads of their 


respective governments. These I 
sources said each acquired a; 
better knowledge of, and 
friendship for, the other. The 
American and British chiefs 
normally maintain a close as- 
sociation. 

The communique noted the 
wide range of issues around 


the world in which the United 
States and Britain have com- 
mon interests. 

Douglas-Home, it stated, “re- 
emphasized the United King- 
dom support for U.S. policy in 
in South Viet-Nam” in the 
fight against Communist guer- 
rillas. Mr. Johnson “reaffimed 
the support of the United 
States for the peaceful nation- 
al independence of Malaysia,” 
where Britian is worried about 
possible Indonesian attack. 

Seek Lower Tariffs 

On the forthcoming round of 
tariff negotiations, beginning 
in Geneva in May, the two 
pledged to seek expanding in- 
ternational trade and econom- 
ic growth for all. Both Wash- 
ington and London ^ want the 
Geneva conference to lower 
the European Common Mar- 
ket’s tariff wall. 

And the two voiced unfalter- 
ing determination to pursue 
peace, called for further ef- 
forts at disarmament and eas- 
ing of East-West problems, 
and supported U.N. improve- 
'ment and a strong and united 
Western Alliance. 

On Cuba, the communique 
said Mr. Johnso n“stressed his 
concern at the present situa- 
tion in the Caribbean area and 
the subversive and disruptive 
influence of the present Cuban 
regime.” Douglas-Hume, for 
his part, recognized the impor- 
tance of Latin-American devel- 
opment “in conditions of free- 
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dom and political and eco- 
nomic stability.” 
p Not mentioned in the formal 
statement, 'however, was the 
privately admitted continuing 
J.S.-British disagreement over 
rading with the Castro re- 
i lime. Mr. Johnson wants to 
isolate the Castro economy. 
Douglas-Home says British 
sales, like the recent deal for 
British buses for Cub^, are all 
right, provided they do not in- 
clude strategic goods. 

Disagreements Continue 

On extending credit to the 
Communist bloc — a topic also 
omitted in the communique — 
the Johnson viwe is that long- 
term credits amount to aid to 
the. Reds. Douglas-Home sees 
an economically fat Commu- j 
nist world as less likely to be 
aggressive and favors long- 
term commercial credits for 
sales to the bloc. 

Both U.S. and British sources 
see this old disagreement on 
these two points as continuing 
for an indefinite future period. 

The State Department sought 
to dispel press speculation that 
the United States is planning 
to retaliate against British 
products because . o f British 
sales to Havana. Press Officer 
Robert J. McCloskey said the 
U.S. Government does not plan 
such retaliation, and stories so 
suggesting “are without foun- 
dation, and highly irresponsi- 
ble.” 


